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Introduction
	Oppression refers to a situation whereby individuals are maliciously or unjustly treated by other people or authorities. An example is when African Americas were held as slaves by their white counterparts throughout the 17th and 18th centuries. During the time, many Africans were kidnapped and transported to the US as captives under servitude. This prompted Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to write the book, “Strive toward Freedom (1958)” recommending different ways that oppressed people would use to react towards such maltreatment. They encompassed resorting to various approaches namely physical violence, non-violence movement, and acquiesces. The paper’s thesis provides a rhetorical analysis of the “Three Ways of Meeting Oppression.” 
In the book, “Strive toward Freedom (1958),” Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. categorically outlines the various ways that the oppressed people can utilize to deal with oppression. Foremost, he delimits the use of acquiescence. This is the need for the oppressed especially the African Americans to be reluctant in accepting things without protests. Acquiescence is a way that oppressed people deal with oppression by becoming conditioned to it (Smith p.25). In this regard, the oppressed prefer remaining oppressed hoping that they will be eventually free from their oppressors. As evident in Exodus in the Bible, Moses was mandated with the responsibility of leading Israelites from Egypt to Canaan, the Promised Land. However, Moses noted that the Israelites did not welcome him since they had been accustomed to their slavery in Egypt under the guise of Pharaoh’s government. The Israelites preferred the “fleshpots of Egypt” to the nightmares of liberation. This is supported by Shakespeare's reference that postulates that they would rather bear those ills they have than flee to others they know not of. King perceives those who utilize this method as cowards since it strengthens the arrogance and contempt of the oppressor. Thus he never considered acquiescence as a moral way out from oppression.
           Secondly, he talks about physical violence as a way of dealing with oppression. Physical violence is when the oppressed individuals use force to demand their rights like becoming violent through protests and demonstrations. However, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. explains that it only leads to momentary results and never engenders long-term peace. Even though many nations attained their sovereignty through battles, it does not engender permanent peace between the countries involved in such actions. For example, Israel and Palestine have been engaging in violence between them for years until they resorted to peace meetings to mend their strained relationship. Tellingly, violence never resolves a social problem and only generates new and more convoluted issues.
           Thirdly, King asserts that non-violence is an effective method of dealing with oppression. He delineates that the oppressed individuals can consider resorting to non-violent approaches such as peaceful demonstrations, protests, and sit-ins to ensure that racial biases are addressed. The nonviolent approach being used by the oppressed had the main aim of winning the respect of the oppressors.
In the quest for freedom, King assigns that non-violent resistance is the best-suited approach to be used by the oppressed. This is because the method will seek to reconcile the truths of the opposite sides, the acquiescence, and violence, by forestalling their extremes and immoralities (King Jr p. 121). Thus a non-violent resister agrees with the others who acquiesce that no one should be physically aggressive towards another person. In this regard, the oppressor and the oppressed come to a consensus regarding the essence of ending oppression.
King’s writings, ground his claims through ethos to recommend shared values within his audience by using religion, brotherhood as well as relevance to the future generation. He touches the feelings of his audience since African Americans were regarded as religious individuals and the church was the most secure place where they were safe and loved. For instance, he mentioned that “religion reminds everyone that he is his brother’s keeper.” Also, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. use advanced grammar along with special vocabulary to have a neutral tone and ensure it is impersonal. In his statement, “To accept injustice or segregation passively is to say oppressor to slumber,” King criticizes acquiescence and violent resistance rather than individuals (King Jr p.211).
Conclusion
In the “Three Ways of Meeting Oppression.” Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. categorizes three ways people use to meet oppression. They include acquiescence, physical violence, and non-violent resistance. He castigates the use of acquiescence and physical violent approaches by highlighting that they do not help achieve the essential objective of alleviating long-term oppression. However, he proposes that the oppressed people can consider utilizing a non-violent approach since it will help realize long-term results in abolishing oppression. He meticulously uses ethos and advanced grammar – and or special vocabulary – to ensure that the use of non-violent resistance appeals to his audience.
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